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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY
The County is working with the Inyo National Forest on its update to the Inyo National Forest
Plan. Topic papers recently were released regarding the Plan Update/Revision, and input from
the Planning Commission is being requested for the Board of Supervisors’ consideration.
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County-wide

Recommended Action:

Provide input and recommendations to the Board of
Supervisors

Project Planner:

Joshua Hart, AICP, Planning Director

BACKGROUND
The Inyo National Forest (INF) is working on updating its Forest Plan. Background
information regarding the Plan update was presented to the Commission at its March meeting;
attached is that staff report, as well as the County’s priorities for the project. Draft Topic Papers
for the Update/Revision were released on May 8 for public review. Staff is presenting the
Topic Papers to the Planning Commission for its recommendations to the Board of Supervisors,
which is anticipated to review the documents in mid June. The Natural Resource Advisory
Committee is scheduled to review the Topic Papers on June 6. Comments regarding the Topic
Papers are due June 30.

ANALYSIS
The Topic Papers1 build on the work begun with the Science Synthesis and Bioregional
Assessment, and are intended to provide the basis for the Forest Plan Update/Revision
Assessment (e.g., the first phase of Plan revision). The Papers comprise 15 chapters
corresponding with the topics identified in the 2012 Planning Rule, as follows:
Chapter 1: Aquatic Ecosystems
Chapter 2: Air, Soil, Riparian Areas, and Water Resources
Chapter 3: Assessing System Drivers and Stressors
Chapter 4: Assessing Carbon
Chapter 5: Identifying and Assessing At-Risk Species in the Planning Process
Chapter 6: Assessing Social, Cultural, and Economic Conditions
Chapter 7: Assessing Benefits People Obtain from the NFS Plan Area
Chapter 8: Assessing Multiple Uses – Water; Fish, Plants and Wildlife; Range, and;
Timber
Chapter 9: Assessing Recreation Settings, Opportunities and Access, and Scenic
Character
Chapter 10: Assessing Renewable and Nonrenewable Energy and Mineral Resources
Chapter 11: Assessing Infrastructure
Chapter 12: Assessing Areas of Tribal Importance
Chapter 13: Assessing Cultural and Historic Resources and Uses
Chapter 14: Assessing Land Status and Ownership, Use, and Access Patterns
Chapter 15: Assessing Designated Areas
Staff is reviewing the Topic Papers and soliciting input from a variety of sources. Staff has
identified the following issues in its preliminary review of the Topic Papers.
-numerous discussions are more relevant to the west side
-the potential effects from changing fire management strategies should be discussed.
-the implications of continuing transformation of the economy to a service (and particularly
tourism) base should be discussed.
-the cultural historical discussions should be expanded.
-impacts of disasters (e.g. fire, floods, mudflows, etc.) on local communities should be
addressed.
-economic diversity – the specialization index is counterintuitive, since the local economy is
predominantly service based – this discrepancy should be explained.
-the impacts of forest fires (particularly smoke) on local economies should be addressed.
-there is disagreement among experts about the reasons for the decline of the Sierra yellowlegged frog, which should be identified.
-the effects of Forest Service management and the evolving global, national, and regional
economies on the local economy, both positively and negatively, should be better described.
- the implications to local government finance of the uncertainty of Payment in lieu of Taxes
(PILT) payments should be addressed.
- the discussion of stewardship should be more balanced.
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-the effect of increased entitlement costs to permittees should be addressed.
-the discussion of the historic significance of grazing and agriculture to the local economy and
culture should be enhanced.
-existing and potential opportunities for private entrepreneurship should be better addressed.
-A number of small communities rely on the Forest for their water supplies (e.g., Aspendell, Mt.
Whitney, Onion Valley, etc.) – these should be addressed.
-fish hatcheries should be included in the discussion of beneficial uses.
-the increased demand for water in the Lower Owens River (for rewatering) and Owens Lake
(for dust suppression) should be addressed.
- the impacts of quagga mussel and other invasive aquatic species be better addressed.
-flood risks should be better addressed – this is one of the most potentially severe impacts of the
Forest on our local communities.
- water supplies for fire protection be addressed.
-the discussion of mineral resources should be substantially expanded to address important and
strategic minerals in the Forest that provide opportunities for commercial utilization (e.g.,
tungsten, gold, silver, etc.), as well as utilization of gravel resources for local roads.
-dam failure/inundation hazards should be addressed
-public services should be better addressed
-the Forest’s commitment to vehicular and other access should be described.
-references to the Inyo County Renewable Energy Ordinance should be included.
-a discussion about means to mitigate for soil erosion should be included, particularly for roads.
-private land ownership patterns in and adjacent to the Forest should be better discussed.
Public Outreach and Next Steps
The Forest Service is planning a number of public meetings to present the Topic Papers,
including a public meeting at the INF Bishop offices on May 20 and a webinar on June 5.
Additional opportunities for input may be provided prior to the close of the review period. The
Forest Service plans to incorporate the input into final documents for development of the
Assessment by the Regional Team. The Forest Service is also planning an Addendum to the
Science Synthesis focusing on the east side of the Sierra later in the year.
ATTACHMENTS
1. Notice
2. March Staff Report
3. County Priorities
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